Vital Signs 


Conference features NJ 
Structural Engineering Manager 
Harry A. Capers Jr. chaired the 14th 
Annual International Bridge 
Conference and Exhibition in 
‘ Pittsburgh earlier this month which fea- 
tured New Jersey. NJDOT seminar par- 
_ ticipants on traffic and historical con- 
_ siderations in bridge rehabilitation and 
reconstruction were Assistant 


-_ Commissioner Russell Tong, Bill Burd, 


Rod Lewis, Sharon Loftin, Jose Lopez, 


_ Lisa Ninesling, Gerry Sellner and 


Brian Stritzki. 


NJ Transit plays it safe 
_ NJDOT Commissioner and NJ 
Transit Chairman John J. Haley Jr. and 
_ NJ Transit Executive Director Shirley 
A. DeLibero accepted the prestigious 
E. H. Harriman Memorial Safety 
Award May 19 in Washington, DC. 
‘Chosen by the American Public Transit 
Association for the second time in 
_ three years as the Best Transit System 
in the nation, NJT estimates a savings 
of about $10 million in increased pro- 
ductivity and reduced claims because 
_ of its safety practices. 

Presented annually, passenger and 

freight railroads compete for the award. 

Winners have the lowest number of 
casualties per 200,000 employee hours 
worked during the award year. 


Aviation business 


Division of Aeronautics Executive 
Director John S. Penn presented 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. with 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Bart DiNola, James Panzitta, Darlene Swinnerton, Karen Diaz, Barbara Haynes and Jeffrey 
Callahan pose with Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. after he presented their co-worker awards. 
Arthur Egan was not present for the photo. 


Commissioner presents awards 


NJDOT celebrated National Employee 
Recognition Week (May 5-11) with special 
awards for NJDOT employees. “It’s a plea- 
sure for me to meet the best of the best,” 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. said as he 
presented co-worker awards on May 8. 

NJDOT employees nominated fellow 
workers who make an outstanding difference 
in either their community or workplace. Bart 
DiNola and Barbara Haynes received com- 
munity service awards for their outstanding 
voluntary activities that involve citizenship 
and service. Jeff Callahan, Karen Diaz, 
Arthur Egan, James Panzitta and Darlene 
Swinnerton earned work service awards for 
going the extra mile in daily workplace activ- 
ities. 

“Today’s gathering is just one of the 
ways that the Department of Transportation is 


helping to honor those who provide services 
to the citizens of New Jersey,” Commissioner 
Haley remarked. “I’m grateful to all employ- 
ees who help to make a positive difference in 
the Department that makes a big difference, 
day in and day out, throughout the state.” 

In a separate ceremony on May 28, 
Commissioner Haley presented 17 NJDOT 
and MVS employees with 25 year service 
awards. In a ceremony resplendent with a red, 
white and blue “congratulations” sheet cake, 
Commissioner Haley personally presented 
each recipient with a gift of his/her choice. 
‘“‘We don’t get bonuses as in the private sec- 
tor. You should be proud of the work you’ ve 
done because you’ve adapted to change over 
the years and are flexible. You’ve got a real 
commitment,” Haley said. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Incident management team 
responds to backup in Bellmawr 


NJDOT’s Incident Management 
Response Team (IMRT), Traffic Operations, 
the Maintenance Unit and the Emergency 
Service Patrol worked with the NJ State 
Police in Bellmawr to clear up a three-mile 
backup on April 10. 

Three tractor-trailers collided on I-295 
south of Route 70 in Cherry Hill, leaving the 
roadway clogged by the wreckage of the 
vehicles, spilled loads and leaking diesel fuel, 
near the end of the commuter morning rush hour. 


Jim Hogan, IMRT member at Traffic 
Operations South in Mt. Laurel, coordinated 
efforts to restore the area to its normal condi- 
tions. He called Shadow Traffic and Metro 
Traffic to advise them of the accident and ask 
motorists to take another route. He talked to 
the police and had traffic operations staff turn 
on variable message signs (VMS) along the 
roadway to spread the word about the acci- 
dent. 

(Continued on page 4) 


NJDOT celebrates Nation 


NJDOT?’s Bureau of Environmental 
Services invited two speakers to make 
presentations to employees at brown bag 
lunch seminars in the Headquarters com- 
plex during National Historic Preservation 
Week. 

Dr. Patrick O’ Bannon of Kise, Franks 
Straw, Inc. (KFS) spoke on NJ Highways: 
Indian Trails to the Interstates and pre- 
sented extensive research he and his col- 
leagues undertook to develop a context of 
a roadway’s significance and historic eli- 
gibility. Those roads would then be listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Richard Hunter of Hunter Research 
Associates spoke about the historical 
research and archeological excavations 
his company has done for NJDOT on 
Trenton potteries. One project affected 
Enterprise Pottery, which remained only 
as an archeological site. Hunter Research 
will compile a database on Trenton potter- 
ies, the potters, products made and adver- 
tisements. 

“The goal is to give something back to 
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al Historic Preservation Week 


Guest speaker Dr. Patrick O’Bannon displays historic maps, newspaper articles, legislative 
records and NJDOT’s annual reports that are used to research New Jersey’s historic roadways. 


the communities to offset the changes and 
the loss of archeological data that results 
from roadway project construction,” said 
Manager Andras Fekete of the Bureau of 
Environmental Services, Division of 
Project Management. “Saving informa- 
tion about an area’s history can promote 


Whose project is it anyway? 


To respond to the question “Who’s 
got the project?” the Division of Project 
Management, under the leadership of 
Director Timothy F. McGough P.E., 
released the long-awaited map that delin- 
eates the Division’s six program areas. 
Because six program managers handle the 
assignments throughout New Jersey, it 
made sense to divide the state into six sections. 

That’s when the Project Management 
people produced the program area map 
as a joint effort with the Office of 
Community Relations and the Bureau of 
Geographic Information Services (GIS- 
T). The map shows the areas developed 


under the accelerated program and project 
distribution. 

There are program area assignments 
established along county boundaries (to 
connect with the program managers’ 
county assignments) and an overall appre- 
ciation for regional traffic patterns, estab- 
lished commerce centers and transporta- 
tion system improvements that enhance 
economic development. Program man- 
agers’ areas of responsibility as identified 
on the map by A-F are: A. Dave Sichik, 
B. David Kuhn, C. Lynn Rich, D. Steve 
Lavelle, E. Mark Rollo and F. Rich Gramlich. 

The Division of Project Management 


FHWA applauds NJDOTers 


FHWA Division Administrator Dennis 
Merida presented awards to NJDOTers for 
the two most cost effective and innovative 
proposals in 1996 at the Value Engineering 
Workshop in Trenton in March. The most 
cost effective project was Route 46 over 
the Rockaway River and NJ Transit 
Railroad at a savings of $3 million or 10% 
of the estimated construction cost. Team 
members were Al Seidel, Arun Kumar, 
Laine Rankin, Tom Berryman, Randy 
Wood, Jeff Kaplan, Eamon Ryan and Al 


Brenner. The Flemington Bypass on 


Route 31 project had a potential savings of 


$20 million through modifications that 
include a revised circle elimination and 
reconfigured northern terminus. The most 
innovative proposal also reduced residen- 
tial and business right of way acquisitions 
and wetland impacts. Team members were 
Kevin Conover, Jody Barankin, Mike 
Millar, Tom Kondash Jr., Dave Powell, 
Bill Carter, Vijay Thaker, Ed Klump and 
Gary Leach. 


civic pride and stewardship.” 

Participants also saw displays that 
included archeological materials in the 
main office building lobby display cases. 
Workers recovered these materials while 
building Route 55 and completing a main- 
tenance yard renovation project. 


will distribute a color copy of the most 
recent version of the map. They’ll also 
provide a black and white copy of the 
map that managers can reproduce and dis- 
tribute to their staff. The Division will 
update the map as changes occur. 
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New arrivals 


Technical Specification Engineer 
Stephen Hammond and his wife, 
Principal Engineer Meredith of Project 
Scope Development welcomed Justin 
Malik on April 27. Weighing in at 8 Ibs., 
5 ozs., Justin is the Hammond’s first child. 

CPM Project Manager Barbara 
Fischer and husband Rich greeted daugh- 
ter Kelly Lynn on May 1. Weighing in at 
7 Ibs., 8 oz.; Kelly Lynn joins big brother 
Kyle. 

South Region’s Electrical Operations 
Raymond Philipp and his wife Joanne 
welcomed twins on May 20. Jessica 
weighed in at 5 Ibs., 5 oz. and Raymond 
at 5 Ibs., 2 oz. 

Christopher Healy from Electrical 
Operations South and wife Barbara wel- 
comed Cali Patricia on May 27. The new 
Healy weighed in at 8 Ibs., 8 oz. 


Retirees 

Sr. Traffic Engineer John R. Elder 
of CPM Project Management retired in 
May after 45 yrs., 6 mos. service. Joining 
him are William Ehnot, CPM Principal 
Engineer in Design Services, 28 yrs., 6 
mos.; Joan Mooney, DMV Sr. Clerk 
Typist in Motor Carriers, 18 yrs.; David 
O’Shea, Maintenance Worker | in Road 
Maintenance, Regional Operations North, 
10 yrs., 5 mos.; and Michael Plescia, 
Bridge Operator in Drawbridge 
Operations, 2 yrs., 8 mos. 


Obituaries 

NJDOT 1970 retiree Mabel C. 
Hutchinson died May 3 in Trenton. The 
former Planning Division employee is 
survived by son R. Don, also a NJDOT 
retiree. 

Division of Motor Vehicles retiree 


Daniel Mocchi of Trenton died May 5S. 
Survivors include several nieces, 
nephews, grandnephews and a grand- 
niece. 

Retired DMV Computer Specialist 
Linda D. Westley of Lawrenceville died 
May 16. Survivors include husband 
Harold, children Boyce and Celena, 
mother Lucille Crawford Sharpe, brothers 
and sisters and many nieces, nephews 
amd cousins. 


Snow Room tour guides 
Leading tours of the snow room on 
“Take Our Daughters to Work Day” 
were Administrative Analyst Patricia 
Bowker, Administrative Assistant 3 Sue 
Pearson and Radio Dispatcher Sue 
Draus. Bowker recreated the snow room 
as it appeared during the Blizzard of ‘96. 
Last month’s Transporter incorrectly 
reported the event. 


NJDOT unveils its connection to the future 


Assistant Commissioner of External & 
Governmental Affairs Stanley Rosenblum 
declared Project: Power Commute offi- 
cially under way at the Morristown train 
station last month. This new program is 
the largest scheduled electric station car 
project in the Northeast. 

The public-private partnership 
between NJDOT, NJ Transit and industry 
offers commuters the option to use non- 
polluting electric cars between the train 
station and their work locations and thus 
enables them to use public transportation 
more readily. 

Companies such as PSE&G and GPU 
Energy have contributed funding and ser- 
vices. There’ll be a wireless phone in 
each vehicle, courtesy of Bell Atlantic 
NYNEX Mobile. AAA Clubs of New 
Jersey will provide roadside assistance. 
Other companies involved in this unique 
project include Lucent Technologies and 
Bayer Consumer Care Division. 

“This is a future that is good to 
motorists, kind to the environment, sup- 
ports commerce and public transit and 
that offers really neat electric cars to drive 


in,” stated Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 

Key members of the project team 
who unveiled the power commute sign at 
the Morristown station are Don Borowski, 
Project Manager, NJDOT Office of 
Transportation Technology; Chris Zeiner, 
NJ Transit Supervisor, Engineering 
Support; Judith Schleicher, MCRIDES 
President and R.J. Palladino, MCRIDES 
Project Director. 

Rosenblum dedicated the project, 
took a spin in the electric car, then gra- 
ciously invited event attendees to drive. 
“New Jersey needs to make the most out 
of its rail system,” he said. “Through 
Project: Power Commute, we hope to 
achieve two main objectives: attracting 
new riders by closing the commuting gap 
between train stations and work locations; 
and using non-polluting electric cars to 
determine their effectiveness as short 
range commuting vehicles,” he said. 

Six vehicles are assigned to the 
Morristown station for the participating 
employers and one for MCRIDES 
Transportation Management Association 
(TMA). At the station there are reserved 


parking spaces with electric vehicle 
charging boxes. The driver must recharge 
the vehicle after a day’s use. 

NJ Transit purchased 21 of the spe- 
cially fitted Geo Metros from Solectria 
Corporation of Wilmington, MA. NJDOT 
will announce a similar effort at the 
Woodcrest train station and the Princeton 
Junction station later in 1997. 
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Commisioner awards employees (continued from page 1) 


Barry Lavine of the Bureau of Traffic Engineering took the 
longevity award with a 40-year service award at the 30-year plus 
ceremonies on May 30. Commissioner Haley thanked each of 
the 24 recipients personally for his/her long-term contribution to 
the state. “Your efforts affect the lives of so many people who 


travel the state daily,” he stated, “and they all benefit from your 
accomplishments.” Individual supervisors and managers will 
present 200 more gifts and 1200 certificates in the coming 
weeks to other years-of-service awardees. 
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Incident management team (Continued from page I ) 


“T called for more maintenance units and directed the ones 
already on the scene to help with the clearance of debris on the 
road,” Hogan recalled. “The goal was to get at least one lane 
open as soon as possible. We all worked toward that goal.” 

“Lt. George Fisher of the Bellmawr State Police Barracks 
was the incident commander on the scene and we decided to 
create a lane with part of the center grass median,” Hogan 
recounted. “It was a slow go for motorists, we had to reposition 
this temporary lane as the cars formed tire ruts, but it was better 
than letting them just sit there in gridlock.” 

After the maintenance crews spread sand to contain spilled 


Vital signs (Continued from page I ) 


his Aviation Achievement Wings at the 1997 NJ Aviation 
Conference at McGuire Air Force Base in May. Taking the cue 
from attendees who arrived in 40 civilian aircraft, Inductotherm 
Corporation President Henry Rowan remarked in the keynote 
speech about the importance of the airplane in business. Finance, 
tourism and marketing experts gave seminars before the group 
toured McGuire Tower, the new state of the art facility. 


Future politicos get reminder 

Office of Ethics & Appeals Ethics Liaison Officer Jeffrey S. 
Stoolman reminds NJDOT employees that under the federal 
Hatch Act if your principal employment is connected to an activ- 
ity financed in whole or in part by the federal government, you 


diesel fuel, they used a front-end loader to clear the debris from 
the accident. Most important was establishing a safety zone for 
the workers. “Police, fire and first aid supervisors must ensure 
the safety of their personnel at an incident scene,” noted Lt. Ken 
Mallette of the NJ State Police, the statewide IMRT coordinator. 
“Every year dozens of emergency responders are injured or 
killed by traffic as they work at incident scenes.” 

By 11:30 a.m., traffic was moving steadily as all lanes were 
reopened. Based on traffic volumes and the duration of the 
incident, the actions to speed the opening of travel lanes saved 
an estimated $130,000 for motorists in travel delays. 


can’t run for public office. In New Jersey, a state executive 
branch employee cannot become a member of the state legisla- 
ture. If you have questions about this ethics issue, call 609-530-2064. 


U.S. bonds offer savings 

NJDOT employees can sign up to participate in the U.S. 
Savings Bond plan. Savings Bond Chairperson Anthony D. 
Pellegrino is distributing brochures and posters to all 


employees during June. If you need more information about 
the program and are at headquarters, call 609-530-5472. 
Motor Vehicles Services and Regional Operations employ- 
ees should contact their on-site personnel administrators. 


